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Plant Type Common Name Botanical Name Exposure
Season of 

Interest
Size Description

Perennial Beard-tongue
Penstemon 

digitalis
Full Sun

Early 

Summer
3-5' x 2'

Beard-tongue is a most attractive wildflower producing elegant clusters of 

pure white or pink-tinted flowers that bloom for a month or longer beginning 

in early summer.  Rigid stems arise from basal rosettes of attractive foliage.

Penstemon prefers well-drained loam and sandy soils; however, it will tolerate 

clay. 

Mass in sunny borders, wild gardens, native plant gardens or naturalized 

areas.  Attracts a variety of pollinators.  Great in flower arrangements.

Perennial Betony
Stachys monieri 

'Hummelo'
Full Sun Summer

18-24" x 

18"

‘Hummelo’ Betony forms a low-growing clump of softly green wavy or wrinkly 

leaves that spread quite slowly by stolons that root over the surface of the 

ground.   Over a considerable length of time it spreads into a pleasing 

groundcover.  Out of the center of the low-growing leafy rosette there arises 

sturdy nearly leafless stems, straight & tall, twenty inches to two feet high, 

topped with purple flowers.  It has soft foliage, but the color is glossy green 

instead of silvery white.

The flowers are attractive to hummingbirds.  Grows best in moist, well drained 

garden soil.  The plant benefits from being divided every three to four years.

Perennial
Broadleaf 

Ironweed
Vernonia glauca Full Sun

Late 

Summer
3-5' x 2'

Broadleaf Ironweed produces large showy clusters of deep purple frilly flowers 

in late summer.  Cream colored bristles follow the flowers.  Butterflies and 

other pollinators flock to the blooms.

As its common name suggests, it is very easy to grow and tolerates a variety of 

conditions.

Try pairing it with Asters, Echinacea, Monarda, Liatris, Rudbeckia, and 

goldenrod.  Black walnut tolerant.
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Perennial Carthusian Pink
Dianthus 

carthusianorum
Full Sun

Early 

Summer

12-15" x 

6"

Dianthus carthusianorum has small, bright, magenta-pink blooms on tall blue-

green stems.  Narrow grass-like blue-green foliage is clump forming.  A 

wonderful accent plant, this species will add high color and fine texture to the 

green roof plant palette.

It is native to Europe, from Spain north to Belgium and Poland, and east to 

Ukraine, occurring in dry, grassy habitats and grown in European gardens for 

centuries.  Newly rediscovered, it adds spark and airy lightness to meadows 

and dry borders.  Mix in with grasses and tall verbena for a relaxed, wild-

flower look. 

Attractive to butterflies & bees while also deer resistant, carthusian pink 

performs well in humus rich, well-drained soils in full sun with little moisture.

Perennial Cup Plant
Silphium 

perfoliatum
Full Sun

Summer 

to Fall

4-8' x 1-

3'

Cup plant is a coarse, sunflower-like plant with three-inch flower heads 

featuring light yellow rays and darker yellow center disks.  It blooms in 

summer on tough, erect stems to 4-8' tall and is distinguished from the other 

Silphiums by its square stems and pairs of cup-forming leaves.   

Rough, coarsely-toothed, medium green leaves envelop the stem forming a 

cup (hence the common name) that will collect rain water.  This species is also 

commonly called cup rosin weed because its stems (like those of all silphiums) 

exude a gummy sap when broken or cut.

Shrub
Dwarf Korean 

Lilac

Syringa meyeri 

'Palibin'
Full Sun Spring 4-5'

This selection is the most dwarf of the lilacs, growing to 4-5 feet without 

pruning.  It remains a tight, compact shrub with dark, glossy green leaves that 

are somewhat leathery.  

In spring, the deep purple buds burst into lavender-pinkish tinged blue bloom.

Lilacs perform best in almost any well-drained garden soil and full sun.

Perennial Fernleaf Yarrow
Achillea 

filipendulina 

'Coronation Gold'

Full Sun Summer 36" x 24"

This selection has excellent grey-green, scented, fernlike foliage.  3' tall stems 

hold large flat heads of deep golden yellow for four weeks of bloom.  

Wonderful as cut flowers, in fresh or dried arrangements.

Deadhead spent blossoms.  Plant in full sun in well drained soil, divide in 

spring or fall every four or five years. This sterile selection will not crowd out 

other plants.  It tolerates heat, wind and drought.
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Perennial

'Fireworks' 

Wrinkled 

Goldenrod

Solidago rugosa 

'Fireworks'
Full Sun Fall 36"

Stiff stems shoot out millions of tiny flowers on wave after wave of slightly 

arched branches beginning near mid-stem.  The simulation is perfect to the 

tune of "bombs bursting in mid air".  

Rough textured leaves are long and narrow and acquire a bronze tone to them 

as stems begin to appear (the lighting of the fuse).  

This is a plant that attracts butterflies and is featured in the Butterfly River of 

Tyler's Stopford Family Meadow Maze.

Shrub Fragrant Sumac
Rhus aromatica 

'Lacette'
Full Sun Spring 4.5' x 7'

Compact growing, Lacette adds a graceful elegance to difficult landscape sites.  

Lacy in appearance but dense in habit, its small leaves are aromatic when 

crushed and half the size of others in the market. As summer starts to fade, 

lush green leaves turn vibrant shades of red, wrapping up the fall season with 

a bang.

Tolerant of a wide array of soils, Lacette thrives in full sun on sloping hillsides, 

urban parking lots and is lovely in informal landscapes.  It is native the eastern 

U.S. and attracts various species of birds and butterflies.  With a free-

branching habit, it seldom needs pruning – developing tight little mounds that 

remain tidy if sheared occasionally.  With the use of living hedges becoming 

more popular, Lacette is the perfect candidate to use in tough, sunny sites.

Perennial Giant Coneflower Rudbeckia maxima Full Sun Summer 7'

Huge glaucous, gray leaves form a basal rosette that is topped by flowering 

stems that reach as high as 7 feet!  3 inch black cones are surrounded by 

drooping yellow petals; very striking in the landscape.  

This is a unique native plant that attracts butterflies and is featured in the 

Butterfly River in Tyler's Stopford Family Meadow Maze.

Perennial Grama grass
Bouteloua gracilis 

'Blonde Ambition'
Full Sun Summer 28" x 20"

'Blonde Ambition' produces chartreuse flowers (instead of purple for the 

species) on taller flowering stems that rise to 30 inches tall.  Chartreuse 

flowers contrast nicely with the blue-gray leaf blades. Flowers give way to 

blond seed heads which typically remain through fall into early winter.  

Very low maintenance grass for the dry area.  Wonderful perennial 

companions would be Liatris, Asters and Goldenrod.

Tolerant of Black Walnut.
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Perennial Green Santolina
Santolina 

rosmarinifolia 

(virens)

Full Sun
Spring to 

Fall
15-18"

Mounds of dense, emerald green, linear, smooth aromatic foliage are 

attractive in their own right.  Bright yellow pom-pom like flowers adorn the 

plant to complete the scene June-July.

Perennial Hardy Mum

Chrysanthemum 

(Dendranthema) 

indicum 'Sheffield 

Pink'

Full Sun Fall 30-36"

Just now gaining in popularity in this country, this great performer has long 

been a staple of European gardens.  You'll love this prolific blooming apricot 

pink beauty.  

Grows best in full sun.  Blooms Sept-Oct.  Compliments blue or white flowered 

perennials.  Thrives for many years.

Plant in rich to average, well-drained garden loam.   Space about 2-3' apart.

Perennial Hybrid Lavender
Lavandula x 

intermedia 

'Phenomenal' ™

Full Sun Summer
2.5' x 

4.5'

This lavender (introduced in 2013) conquers many of the problems often 

found in lavenders: it tolerates the extremes of both cold and heat without 

dying back, is resistant to common root and foliar diseases, and grows 

superbly in mid-Atlantic gardens.  

Heat and humidity does not scare this plant.  Plan on giving this evergreen 

(mild winters) lavender space to spread out.  Can be grown as an informal 

hedge.

Perennial Hybrid Peony
Paeonia lactiflora 

'Duchess de 

Nemours'

Full Sun Summer 28-32"

A century-and-a-half after its introduction, the fragrant double 'Duchesse de 

Nemours' remains a standard by which all other white Peonies are judged.  

Strong stems give the blossoms an aristocratic bearing; a touch of yellow at 

the base of the dense, ruffled inner petals lights them up with a warm glow.  

'Duchesse de Nemours' is a winner of an Award of Garden Merit from the 

Royal Horticultural Society. It is an "Early" June bloomer.

Plants in the genus Paeonia generally like full sun and neutral to slightly sweet 

soil, and they shrug off cold.  After bloom is complete, you are left with a 

handsome mound of glossy, deep green foliage.  Peonies make superior cut 

flowers, lasting more than a week if cut in full bud.

Perennial Hybrid Peony
Paeonia lactiflora 

'Sarah Bernhardt'
Full Sun

Early 

Summer
36"

'Sarah Barndhardt' has double shell pink fragrant flowers with a lighter edge.  

They are excellent cutting flowers.  Peony plants are long lived and should be 

sited carefully.  

They are desirable for their ease of culture, their outstanding blooms and their 

hardiness.
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Perennial Hybrid Stonecrop
Sedum x 'Autumn 

Joy'
Full Sun

Spring to 

Winter
24”

There is good reason this plant makes a debut every year!  This clump-forming 

perennial begins to send up bright green, succulent growth in the spring, fills 

out with bluish-green foliage in the summer, blooms rich, mauve-pink in the 

autumn, and keeps its rusty brown flower heads throughout the winter.  

Great in masses or sunny borders.

Perennial Hyssop
Agastache 'Purple 

Haze'
Full Sun Summer 24-32"

This decidedly hardy Agastache brings a new color palette with its long 

racemes of smoky blue violet flowers that never seem to stop coming.  It 

remains compact with an early pinch and will flower from July to frost. 

This is an upright, clump-forming giant hyssop that grows to 32” tall.  Aromatic 

(anise scented), lance-shaped to ovate leaves are blue green.  Flowers are 

attractive to bees, hummingbirds and butterflies.

Grow in full sun and average to dry soils.  Good soil drainage is essential.  

Definitely more tolerant of winter wetness than its pink cousins, but it may 

still succumb to wet clay soils in the winter.

Perennial Ice Plant
Delosperma 

cooperi
Full Sun Summer 2 "

A ground hugging plant with succulent, boney-like leaves on sprawling stems.  

Two inch rose-pink flowers highlight the interesting texture of the foliage.

Perennial Jerusalem Sage Phlomis tuberosa Full Sun
Late 

Spring
5' x 3'

Tiny, tubular, lavender-pink flowers of Jerusalem sage form dense clusters in 

May - July.  Flower clusters give way in summer to ornamental seed heads 

which remain attractive throughout fall into winter. 

Jerusalem Sage is a tuberous-rooted perennial of the mint family.  Best grown 

in rich, fertile, medium moisture, well-drained soils in full sun it tolerates light 

shade.  Performs well in sandy soil and will tolerate some dry soil conditions.  

Wet soil should be avoided.

Excellent vertical flowering plant for dry sunny areas. Combines well with 

ornamental grasses.
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Perennial Moss Pink
Phlox subulata 

'Emerald Blue'
Full Sun

Late 

Spring
6" x 18"

This phlox is a spring perennial that stands out in any garden with low mats of 

bright, showy, light blue flowers.  An evergreen with small, bright green, 

needle-like foliage, it is great for rock gardens, borders or slopes.

'Emerald Blue' creates a dramatic effect cascading over walls or as a carpet of 

color.

Soil should be fertile and good drainage is a must.

Perennial Moss Pink
Phlox subulata 

'Emerald Pink'
Full Sun

Late 

Spring
6" x 18"

This phlox is a spring perennial that stands out in any garden with low mats of 

showy, blazing pink flowers.  An evergreen with small, bright green, needle-

like foliage, it is great for rock gardens, borders or slopes.

'Emerald Pink' creates a dramatic affect cascading over walls or as a carpet of 

color.

Soil should be fertile and good drainage is a must.

Tree
Mountain 

Gordlinia

X Gordlinia 

grandiflora
Full Sun

Year 

Round
30' x 15'

An absolute must-have for every fine garden, this new bigeneric hybrid 

combines the best traits of our treasured Franklinia alatamaha (now believed 

extinct in the wild) with those of Gordonia lasianthus, the beloved Loblolly 

Bay.

Mountain Gordlinia is a small, beautifully shaped evergreen tree with large, 

semi-cupped 3-4" white blooms, rich orange and red fall foliage, vigorous 

growth, and irresistible appeal.  It is more cold-hardy, longer-lived, and disease-

resistant than its parents.

Introduced by Dr. Tom Ranney of North Carolina State University, Mountain 

Gordlinia is certain to become a prized specimen in the best gardens.  Give it 

full sunshine and good soil drainage.  USDA Hardiness Zones 6-9.

Shrub New Jersey Tea
Ceanothus 

americanus
Full Sun Spring 2-3'

New Jersey Tea is a small upright deciduous shrub with clusters of small white 

flowers at the branch tip.  Tough, adaptable plant that likes sandy soils in open 

areas.  The dried leaves make a tea that was popular during the Revolutionary 

War.
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Shrub Ninebark

Physocarpus 

opulifolius 

'ZLEYel2' 

Raspberry 

Lemonade™

Full Sun
Spring to 

Fall
4' x 4'

Raspberry Lemonade™ is the perfect ninebark for smaller spaces and urban 

gardens, with a compact, dense, mounding habit that needs minimal pruning.  

Fine-textured, bright chartreuse foliage greets spring, quickly filling in to 

provide a lush backdrop for abundant white flowers in summer, followed by a 

stunning display of ornamental coral-red fruits.

An excellent choice for all native and wildlife gardens where seasonal changes 

and habitat are crucial. It is compact enough to fit in today's smaller gardens 

and urban outdoor spaces, holding its dense habit and compact shape without 

any heavy pruning.

Easily grown in average, slightly acidic, dry to medium moisture, well-drained 

soil in full sun to part shade.

DEER ??????

Perennial
Ornamental 

Onion

Allium lusitanicum 

(angulosum) 

'Summer Beauty'

Full Sun
Late 

Summer
16" x 16"

Showy lavender-pink pom-poms sit above shiny green strap like foliage on 

'Summer Beauty'.  Sterile flowers make this species a non-invasive variety, 

although bulbs will slowly increase. 

Tolerates a wide range of soils.  Add organic matter or sand to clay soils to 

improve drainage.

Beautiful in mass plantings in perennial beds or rock gardens.  A favorite of 

butterflies and pollinating insects.  Flower clusters retain interest into winter.

Perennial Pale Coneflower Echinacea pallida Full Sun
Summer 

to Fall
3-4’

Dark green 3-5” leaves have prominent veins.  The 4-6” diameter flowers have 

dark central cones surrounded by narrow creamy white drooping petals.  

These are extremely different and interesting flowers.  

Pinch in late spring to induce branching and so avoid having to stake.  Plants 

prefer lean soil so don’t fertilize.
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Perennial Prairie Dropseed
Sporobolus 

heterolepis
Full Sun

Summer 

to Winter
2' x 2'

Prairie Dropseed produces a magnificent fountain of fine-textured, emerald 

green leaves, adding a touch of elegance to any planting.  Considered by many 

to be the most handsome of the prairie grasses, it makes a well-defined and 

distinctive border when planted 18 to 24 inches apart.  

The seedhead has a faint but unmistakable fragrance, often described as 

resembling a combination of fresh popcorn and cilantro.  Plains Indians 

ground the seed to make a tasty flour, and the highly nutritious seeds are 

much sought after by birds.

Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soils in full sun. Tolerates 

wide range of soils, including heavy clays. Prefers dry, rocky soils.  Good 

drought tolerance.

Shrub
Purple-leaved 

Sweetshrub

Calycanthus 

floridus var. 

purpureus 

'Burgundy Spice'

Full Sun
Spring to 

Fall
8' x 6'

Burgundy Spice' Sweetshrub represents a radical color change in Calycanthus 

foliage, with lustrous deep burgundy leaves throughout the summer.  

The maroon flowers appear in May and June, and have the classic mango and 

pineapple fragrance of good Sweetshrub selections.  The fall foliage adds 

another season of enjoyment, turning attractive shades of yellow and amber.

Grow in full sun to partial shade in well drained soil.

Perennial Russian Sage
Perovskia 

atriplicifolia ‘Blue 

Jean Baby’

Full Sun
Mid 

Summer
30-36"

‘Blue Jean Baby’ is a shorter, compact variety that is full and vigorous in the 

landscape, with upright stems that resist flopping. One of the earliest to 

bloom, with midsummer lavender-blue flowers and smoky purple calyxes that 

hold well into fall.  Finely textured aromatic foliage is a complementary soft 

gray-green.  

The showy flowers make good cut flowers.  ‘Blue Jean Baby’ boasts a long 

bloom season.  Rabbit and deer resistant, it is beneficial to pollinators.

Blue Jean Baby is heat and drought tolerant and perfectly sized for most 

garden spaces.  Prefers somewhat dry soil with good drainage. Tolerates sandy 

and clay soils.
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Perennial
Siebold 

Stonecrop
Sedum sieboldii Full Sun Fall

6-10" x 

12"

This lovely mound-like sedum splays out from the center like a miniature 

fountain.  It has half-inch rosy flowers in fall and blue-green leaves with 

matching rosy margins.  Frosty temperatures bring out pink in the evergreen 

leaves.  The flowers don't appear until well into autumn, for a great late 

season point of interest.  

Does best in moderately fertile, well-drained soil in full sun and is very cold 

hardy.

Perennial Soft Rush Juncus effusus Full Sun Summer
14-18" x 

14-18"

Known as common rush or soft rush, this is a grass-like, rhizomatous perennial 

that features cylindrical upright green stems in spreading clumps to 30” tall.  It 

features a tuft of cylindrical, tightly-spiraled, corkscrew-like green stems (to 

1/4” thick) which uncoil as they grow and spread out in all directions. 

May be grown at the edge of a pond or water garden, in boggy areas, among 

wet pebbles or rocks or in several inches of standing water.  Good water 

garden accent or use in containers.

It likes wet soils, including standing water, in full sun but tolerates light shade.  

Needs ample moisture and grows well in standing water up to about 4” deep.  

Plants are often slow to establish, but once established will slowly spread by 

creeping roots.  Plant in containers in water gardens or containers sunk in mud 

if control of possible unwanted spread is desired.

Perennial Spike Gayfeather
Liatris spicata 

'Kobold'
Full Sun

Late 

Summer
30"

This American prairie favorite produces spikes of rose-lavender flowers that 

are attractive to butterflies.  'Kobold' is somewhat shorter than the species 

and does not need staking.  

Grows in average soil and is somewhat drought tolerant.

Attracts butterflies.
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Perennial Swamp Sunflower
Helianthus 

angustifolius
Full Sun Summer 8'

Swamp sunflower is a native perennial member of the aster family and can be 

found from NY to FL to TX.  It is a large perennial that can grow up to 8 feet tall 

with showy yellow daisy-like flowers from mid to late summer into fall. 

Prune plants back in June to encourage branching.  It prefers moist to 

occasionally wet acidic sandy to clay loams in full sun.  It can be grown on 

drier soils if adequate moisture is provided. It will tolerate part shade but 

flowers better in full sun. 

This plant is a favorite of pollinators and songbirds.

Perennial Switchgrass
Panicum virgatum 

'Northwind'
Full Sun

Fall to 

Winter

4-5' x 2-

3'

An unequivocally upright steel blue panicum selected by Roy Diblik of 

Northwind Perennial Farm in Springfield, WI.  Wide, thick leaf blades are a bit 

more substantial then those of the other blues.  A golden yellow color in the 

fall.

This vigorous grower is topped in September with attractive narrow plumes, 

held incredibly erect atop the foliage.

Panicum virgatum is native to North American tall-grass prairies and was one 

of the most prominent prairie species.

Perennial Tatarian Aster
Symphyotrichum 

(Aster) tataricus 

'Jindai'

Full Sun Late Fall 3-5’

Large leaves, basal up to 2', emerge in the spring and provide a bold backdrop 

for earlier blooming perennials.  In the fall numerous flower stalks rise to 4 or 

5 feet and each is covered with 1" pink daisy-like flowers.  

Flowering is later than many other asters and this species often provides 

brilliant color until frost.

Perennial
Tennessee 

Coneflower

Echinacea 

tennesseensis 

'Rocky Top'

Full Sun
Spring to 

Fall
2-3'

Echinacea 'Rocky Top' is from a cross with the native and endangered species 

Echinacea tennesseeinsis.  Many flat-topped rose-pink flowers with black 

cones bloom from June till frost.  The flowers last well cut or dried, and birds 

are attracted to the seeds and butterflies to the blooms.  The plant is compact 

and vigorous.  

Does well in average soils, deadhead for continued bloom.
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Perennial
Threadleaf 

Coreopsis

Coreopsis 

verticillata 'Red 

Satin' 

Permathread™

Full Sun Summer 18" x 22"

'Red Satin' Coreopsis will produce deep red flowers with orange centers that 

measure about 1 ½” across.   Since the flowers are sterile, they appear over a 

long period from early through late summer and if cut back, the plants can be 

encouraged to rebloom until frost. 

Compared to other threadleaf types, this plant has darker green foliage and is 

more clump forming, producing fewer rhizomes.   Has a tight mound habit. 

'Red Satin' has proven to be hardy to zone 5.

Perennial Torch Lily
Kniphofia uvaria 

'Flamenco'
Full Sun

Summer 

to Fall
3' x 2-3'

In 1999 this brilliant variety was the All American award winner.  Flowers are 

spikes of fiery red, vivid orange and soft yellow.  Tubular flowers attract 

swarms of hummingbirds.  

Tap roots ensure excellent drought resistance.  This herbaceous perennial is 

ideal for xeriscape gardens.   It adds a distinct tropical look to the garden.

Kniphofia thrives with normal, well drained soil.

Shrub Virginia Rose Rosa virginiana Full Sun
Spring to 

Fall
4-6'

Virginia Rose is a beautiful flowering variety that provides luscious pink petals 

in the spring and vibrant red berries in the fall which provide food for hungry 

birds in the winter.  The scent of the blooming petals is amazing.  You will 

want to sit in your yard each morning soaking up the sun and the fragrance 

coming from these beauties.  The red berries, called hips, add a wonderful 

splash of color to a winter white landscape. 

Though Virginia Rose is a wonderful addition to any landscape palette, they 

are not good neighbors in a small garden.  They take center stage 

underground so they need lots of room.

Their fruit, rich in vitamin C, can be eaten, made into jams, or steeped to make 

rose hips tea. Grown in well-drained, acidic soil.
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Tree Willow Oak Quercus phellos Full Sun
Year 

Round

40-75' x 

25-50'

Willow Oak is a medium to large oak with willow like foliage known for its 

rapid growth and long life.  The foliage begins as a light/bright green, darkens 

in summer, and turns shades of yellow bronze-orange, yellow-brown and 

russet-red in the fall.

Easily grown in average, medium to wet soils.  Prefers moist well-drained 

loams, but adapts to a wide range of soils including clays with somewhat poor 

drainage.  Tolerant of urban pollution.

Willow oak is a favored shade tree and the acorns provide food  for a wide 

range of wildlife.  The wood is desirable to the lumber industry.

Perennial Woolly Thyme
Thymus 

pseudolanuginosus
Full Sun Summer 3" x 24"

One of the best Creeping Thymes for general groundcover purposes. This is a 

low, creeping species with fuzzy grey-green foliage, occasionally producing 

soft-pink flowers.  

A strong grower, ideal as a drought-tolerant lawn substitute or for planting 

between flagstones, tolerating moderate foot traffic.  Woolly Thyme is easily 

divided in spring or early fall, and even small pieces will take root and grow.  

Evergreen.

Perennial Yarrow
Achillea 

millefolium 'Terra 

Cotta'

Full Sun Summer 2-3’ x 2’

Yarrows are among the best perennials for planting in hot, dry and sunny 

locations, providing good color throughout the summer months. This hybrid 

features salmon-pink flowers that age to rusty terracotta orange, then creamy 

yellow.

Delicate, fern-like leaves produce an airy effect and are fragrant when 

crushed.  Tiny flowers are densely packed in large, flat-topped, terminal flower 

clusters 2-4" across. Excellent as cut flowers, fresh or dried.  Remove spent 

flowers regularly to promote continued blooming. Easily divided in fall or early 

spring. 

Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun.  Tolerant 

of heat and humidity, but flower color may fade in extended, hot summer 

weather.  Drought tolerant once established.  Tends to spread quickly; divide 

when overcrowded.
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Perennial
Yellow 

Coneflower

Echinacea 

paradoxa
Full Sun Summer 30-49”

Surprise!  A yellow flowered Coneflower.  Chocolate-colored cones are 

surrounded by drooping yellow ray flowers.   Dark green lance-shaped leaves 

go up the 3-4’ sturdy stem and are topped off by bright yellow 4” daisy-like 

flowers.  Staking is not needed.  

This native is beautiful massed with its purple relatives.  Use it in the 

wildflower garden, along the edge of a meadow, or in the perennial border.  

Hummingbirds and butterflies are attracted in the summer, and if you are a 

lazy gardener, and leave the dead stems over winter, goldfinches will feed on 

the seeds.  It is easily grown in average soil with medium moisture retention to 

dry conditions.

Perennial
Yellow Indian 

Grass

Sorghastrum 

nutans
Full Sun

Summer 

to Fall
3-8'

Yellow Indian grass is a tall, bunching sod-former, 3-8 feet tall with broad blue-

green blades and a large, plume-like, soft, golden-brown seed heads and 

beautiful deep orange to purple fall color.

This is a beautiful grass with a somewhat metallic golden sheen to its rich gold-

and-purple sprays of flowers and seeds in the fall.  

This robust grass tolerates clay, sandy and gravelly soils and thrives in 

alkalinity, drought, moderate salinity and seasonal flooding.  Plants self-seed 

and may need deadheading to prevent excess seedlings in small manicured 

gardens.

The only consistent maintenance need is to cut or burn this grass to the 

ground in late winter.

Shrub Winterberry Holly
Ilex verticillata 

'Red Sprite'

Full Sun 

to 

Partial 

Shade

Winter 3'-5'

This is a compact selection of our native deciduous holly that only reaches a 

height of 5'.  Like all winterberries, best fruit set is in full sun.  

Prefers moist acidic soils but will tolerate standing water.  The bright red 

persistent 3/8" fruit provides a showy display against a backdrop of winter 

snow.


